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PRESS RELEASE 
American Artists Explore the Right to Vote Through a Reinterpretation of the ‘I Voted’ 
Sticker  

Amend Exhibition, Online, 2020 

U.S.A., October 2, 2020:  Secret Identity Projects, an ongoing curatorial collaboration between 

American Professors of Jewelry/Metalsmithing Kerianne Quick (SDSU) and Jess Tolbert 

(UTEP), present AMEND: an online exhibition taking place in the month leading up to the United 

States Presidential Election of 2020. The online exhibition brings together art jewelers and 

metalsmiths currently working in the United States, and U.S./Mexico border cities, in response to 

the past, present, and future of one’s civic duty/privilege to vote and all that it entails.  

 

AMEND commemorates the 100th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th Amendment to 

the US Constitution, also known as Women’s Suffrage. This exhibition brings to the forefront 

the continued fight for true universal suffrage by promoting and supporting initiatives that 

combat voter suppression and advocate for expanding voting rights, while recognizing the 

work of the suffragists. To amend is to make minor changes in (a text) in order to make it 

fairer, more accurate, or more up-to-date. To amend is to modify (formally), to make better, 

to improve. To amend, is to put right.  
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Secret Identity Projects invited 100 female (she/they) identifying jewelers to design a piece 

of jewelry using the “I Voted” sticker as a jumping off point; charged to interpret it any way 

they like. Jewelry artists and metalsmiths from all levels of career and expression, from 

emerging to master, are included in the exhibition. The work demonstrates a broad range of 

subject matter and concern, taking on a multitude of forms and making many declarations 

about voting equity and the messy and complex history that includes.  

 

The exhibition will support Black Voters Matter through a financial contribution generated 

from sales of the work, as well as bring attention to important voting issues through 

informational posts on our instagram and website. Black Voters Matter is a 501c4 

organization dedicated to increasing power in marginalized, predominantly Black 

communities. They aim to increase voter registration and turnout, advocate for policies to 

expand voting rights and access, develop infrastructure where little, or none, exists, and 

fund activities related to specific elections. “Our goal is to increase power in our 

communities. Effective voting allows a community to determine its own destiny.” 

blackvotersmatterfund.org 

 

Participating Artists: 
Ale Carrillo-Estrada 

Alejandra Salinas 

Alexandra Hopp 

Alexandra Scarlett Perez 

Demma 

Anika Smulovitz 

Anne Fiala 

April Wood 

Ashley Buchanan 

Betsy Lewis 

Beverly Penn 

Biba Schutz 

Billie Theide 

Breana L Ferrara 

Brie Flora 

Brooke Marks-swanson 

Cathryn Jasterzbski 

Criselda Lopez 

Demitra Thomloudis 

Emily Cobb 

Erin S. Daily 

Georgina Trevino 

Gretchen A Schreiber 

Haydee Alonso 

Heidi J Lowe 

Janna Gregonis 

Jennifer Wells 

Jess Marie Rodriguez 

Jess Tolbert (co-curator) 

Jessica Andersen 

Jessica Calderwood 

Jillian Moore 

Jillian Sortore 

Jina Seo 

Julia Heineccius 

Julia Turner 

Kaiya Rainbolt 

Karen Smith 

Kathleen King 

Katie Kameen 

Kay Yee 

Kelly Ann Temple 

Kerianne Quick (co-curator) 

Laritza Garcia 

Laura Konecne 

Laura Wood 

Laurel Fulton 

Lauren Darrouzet 

Lauren Eckert 

Leslie Boyd 

Leslie Shershow 

Lindsey Snell 

Lisa Kraushaar 

Liz Clark 

Lydia Martin 

Lyndsay Rice 

Lynn Batchelder 
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Maia Leppo 

Mallory Weston 

Mando Bee 

Margo Csipo 

Maria Eife 

Maria Tritico 

Marian Miller 

Marion Dicaprio 

Marissa Saneholtz 

Marjorie Simon 

Maru López 

Mary Hallam Pearse 

Mary Raivel 

Masako Onodera 

Masumi Kataoka 

Melanie Bilenker 

Melis Agabigum 

Mia Hebib 

Mia Kaplan 

Mj Tyson 

Nancy Rodriguez 

Nicole Deschamps-Benke 

Nicole Jacquard 

Nikki Couppee 

Nisa Blackmon 

Rachel Ness 

Rachelle Thiewes 

Rebecca Strzelec 

Rebekah Frank 

Samira C. Saheli 

Sandra Enterline 

Sarah Holden 

Sarah Rachel Brown 

Shani Richards 

Sharon Massey 

Sondra Sherman 

Stacey Lee Webber 

Suna Bonometti 

Razi Projects: Suzi Davidoff & 

Rachelle Thiewes  

Sylvie Lissa Alusitz 

Tanya M Crane 

Tara Locklear 

Valerie James 

Venetia Dale

 

 
 
100 Word: 
Amend is a curatorial collaboration between American Professors of Jewelry/Metalsmithing Kerianne 
Quick and Jess Tolbert, taking place online at amendexhibition.com. The exhibition and fundraiser 
commemorates the 100th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, also known as Women’s Suffrage. Bringing together female identifying contemporary 
jewelers working in the United States and US/Mexico border cities, Amend recognizes we are still in 
the fight for true universal suffrage. The works demonstrate a broad range of subject matter and 
concern, taking many forms to make declarations about voting equity and the messy and complex 
history that includes.  
 

140 Character: 
The online exhibition Amend, amendexhibition.com, uses the ‘I Voted’ sticker as inspiration for 
jewelry expressing voting rights and equity. 
 
140 Character: 
Contemporary jewelers use voting rights, and the current election to make statements and spread 
awareness in virtual Amend exhibition. 
 
 
Location: 
www.amendexhibition.com 
 
Dates: 
Exhibition: October 2, 2020 - November 22, 2020 
 
High Resolution Images available for download: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18oUH2bKHBO0zZNwKAzNsZg82kFIKVhgU?usp=sharing 
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Select Image Descriptions/Work Statements: 
 
Haydee Alonso 
Check Yourself 
brass and nickel silver 
10.7 x 7.8 x .2 
2020 
Photo: Miguel Vargas 

 
For the first time in history, Latinxs are the largest ethnic 
minority group eligible to vote in the 2020 presidential 
election. We are the sleeping giant that could, in theory, 
swing the outcome of the election. 
 
Only WE can bring about necessary changes to our 
communities, to immigration reform and to racial and 
ethnic inequality. 
 
Please VOTE. Speak for the people that can't speak for 
themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leslie Boyd 
An Act. An Action. 
Steel 
53" x .75" x 7" 
2020 
Photo: Lizeth Hernandez 

 
 

Felony status can permanently strip an individual from their 
right to vote in 11 states. There are only 2 states where a 
person convicted of a felony’s voting rights are not taken away. 
In Colorado, these individuals do not have the right to vote, 
though in 2019 House Bill 19-1266 was signed into law 
restoring voting rights to parolees. 
 
A punitive mindset should not cloud our commitment to a truly 
representative democracy. 
We must commit to advocating for those whose rights have 
been trampled, manipulated, and stripped. This includes our 
incarcerated and formerly incarcerated neighbors.  
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Liz Clark 
Flower Power Hoops 
Brass, stainless steel, 18k goldplating 
3" diameter 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 
Hoop earrings have been a symbol of 
strength, power, identity and resistance. 
My hope is that these pieces find 
themselves with someone who is willing 
to share the message and the call to 
action to VOTE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tanya Crane 
Hair-Story 
enameled steel, hair, nu gold, spray paint, steel pin 
2" x 2" 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 
Each of these brooches contains my 
hair burnt onto the enamel surface. 
Every curl and wave is embedded 
permanently into their steel surfaces 
as a testament to the work and 
sacrifice black women give to this 
country. Black Votes Matter. 
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Lauren Darrouzet 
Deeds Not Words 
Sterling silver, lenticular prints, aluminum, steel 
3" x 3.1" x 0.75" 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

With the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment, I 
wanted to honor four women of color who were also 
fighting for their right to vote, but were actively 
discriminated against by the white women who we 
often praise as the heroines of this narrative. On the 
front is Ida B. Wells along with Jovita Idár and on the 
interior are Dr. Mabel Ping-Hua Lee and Marie Louise 
Bottineau Baldwin. On the bottom is a qr code that 
links to vote.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breana Ferrara 
I Want to Believe 
Leather, dyed cultured freshwater pearls, glass beads, shell beads, sculpey, puffy paint, resin, thread 
.5 in x 34 in x 9 in 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

Lately it has been very difficult to stay hopeful about the value of a 
vote, and sometimes it seems like no amount of voting for 
president will solve the issues deeply ingrained in the foundation 
of the United States government without a revolution. This piece is 
about the need to stay skeptical and radical, never relying on just 
a presidential election vote to end oppression and injustice, while 
also never letting that lead to hopelessness and cynicism...Feeling 
empowered by your vote, and understanding the potential 
importance and huge privilege of being able to vote, while also 
knowing how much more work there is to do no matter who is in 
office. I have been caught up lately in a lot of contradictions and 
complex thoughts surrounding the voting process, but I am 
reminded how important it is to stay motivated, hopeful, and 
focused on protecting marginalized bodies even when it feels like 
votes aren't enough. 
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Rebekah Frank 
Bare Minimum 
Manufactured metal 
1.5 x 1.5 x 0.125 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 
I've always hated the smug self-righteousness of the 
"I Voted" stickers and buttons. I understand they are 
important to encourage civic engagement, but, FFS 
people, its a democracy, THE LEAST YOU CAN DO 
IS F**KING VOTE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Katie Kameen 
Warning 
found plastic objects, acrylic 
5x4x1" 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

The patterning in this piece is inspired by the 
retroreflective beads used to warn motorists of upcoming 
dangers and obstacles. These warnings are often easy to 
ignore but become easier to see as it gets darker around 
us. As is the case with road signs, I have paired my 
warning with advice. 
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Laura Konecne 
Casual Reminder Brooch 
brass, paint, sharpie, single tie tack pin 
2" x 2" x 0.5" 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

It's important to vote if you can vote. A little 
reminder is helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Maru Lopez 
Right Back At You 
Brass, acrylic paint and varnish 
2.25 x 0.4 x 3.25 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

In 2017, after Hurricane Maria decimated Puerto 
Rico, the so called president threw paper towels 
to a crowd of people in the island while thousands 
still had no basic necessities and were struggling 
to survive. The island is a colony of the USA and 
Puerto Ricans there cannot vote in the 
presidential elections, we in the diaspora can. In 
November we throw the paper towels right back 
cause the government needs a deep deep Limpia 
- meaning cleaning but also a cleansing. 
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Jina Seo 
Want to 
Sterling silver, thread 
3" x 1/2" x 1 1/2" 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

As an immigrant, I do not have the right to vote. Will I be 
able to put an "I voted" sticker on my chest someday? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rebecca Strzelec 
The Best Medicine/A Bitter Pill 
3D printed ABS and PLA plastic, Vacuum formed thermoplastic, Pharmaceutical heat seal foil, 
Adhesive labels, Rubber, Magnetic closure 
14 x 7.5 x .75 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 

This neckpiece is my voting record. I vote for candidates that 
provide the best chance for me to control my own body. I've 
been taking birth control pills since I was 14 and without easy 
access to birth control, and other methods of reproductive care, 
my life would look very different. Not all of the presidents I've 
voted for have won--sometimes it's The Best Medicine and other 
times it's A Bitter Pill. Always read the fine print: Provides 24 
years of active voter participation to support individual 
management of uterine contents. Take pink pill once every four 
years on the first Tuesday after November 1. Store at 0° to 25°C 
(68° to 77°F). Protect your reproductive rights. 
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Kelly Ann Temple 
More To Do 
Powder coated brass, silver, silk, stainless steel 
14.25” x .25” x 3” 
2020 
Photo: Sydney Stephenson 

 
To those who fought and continue to fight for our rights, 
thank you. Without, many would still not have a voice, but 
there is still work to be done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MJ Tyson 
I Voted 
velvet, board 
6.25 x 4.5 x 1.25 
2020 
Photo: Artist 

 
Cast your precious vote. 
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